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Thank you for your freedom of information request (beneath in red narrative) received by this office on 8th February 
2023. Our responses are in black narrative below: 

First, I should provide some context. I am in possession of the majority of the legal documentation governing the UK's 
30 Confucius Institutes, that is, agreements between the relevant British universities and Chinese entities. 

One common theme in these agreements is a clause seeming to demand that staff from the People's Republic of 
China (PRC) who work at the Confucius Institutes in the UK should 'follow Chinese law' whilst on British soil, or that 
the lnstitute's activities (as carried out by staff) should not contravene Chinese law. 

Recently, some students at Newcastle University sent an FOi request to their university asking whether staff from the 
PRC have indeed to follow Chinese law on campus. Newcastle's response was to state unequivocally that "Chinese 
staff in the UK must still abide by Chinese law as well as UK law." 

My FOi request is as follows: 

a. Do the staff from the PRC at the University's Confucius Institute have to abide by Chinese law on campus? 
b. Has the University entered into agreements that demand as much? 

Answers 

a. No 
b. No 

You may request a review of the information contained within this freedom of information response from my colleague 
If you remain dissatisfied following the review you may appeal to the 

n orma 10n omm1ss1oner a 1co.org.u . Alternatively, you may write to the ICO at: 

01/03/2023, 04:21 



Head Office

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 0303 123 1113 (local rate) or 01625 545 745 if you prefer to use a national rate number

Yours sincerely,

                     

Swyddog Diogelu Data   /  Data Protection Officer

Campws Busnes Abertawe SA1 1NE Cymru DU/ Swansea Business Campus, SA1 1NE, Wales, UK

Llinell Uniongyrchol / Direct Line: 01792 481180                        

e-bost / e-mail:

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a Saesneg.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English.
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